
 

 

 

Distinctives 

 

Congregational Singing 

The introduction to the Trinity Hymnal includes this needed 

admonition to God’s people: 

“To the congregation:  God has called us to be worshippers.  To 

glorify God in this way is our chief end, both in this life and in the life 

to come.  Too easily the pews become seats where spectators sit to 

enjoy a performance by others.  The Bible knows nothing of such a 

passive dimension in worshipping God.  Worship involves the entire 

congregation in performing for the enjoyment of a Divine audience.  

The pastor and other leaders are there to guide us.  Worship is ours 

to do, and to do as well as we can!” 

This really echoes our own heart for music here at NHBC.  While we 

thoroughly enjoy specially-prepared music by soloists, choir, and 

other musicians, our musical staple is congregational singing.  Since 

every church member is to be filled with the Spirit, every church 

member should worship God with a song (Ephesians 5:18-19).  There 

is something incredibly powerful about raising our voices in such a 

united fashion with Scriptural truth. 

If you’ve visited our services, maybe the music has taken you by 

surprise at first -- perhaps because it sounds different from what you 

might be used to; perhaps because the people around you were 

singing so passionately; perhaps because the text was much more 

“wordy” than what you’ve heard in church before.  But we’re 

convinced that if you will think deeply about the messages in the 

songs, that you will come to look forward to this time of genuine 

worship in spirit and in truth. 

Our music probably sounds a little more “stately” than much of what 

people normally hear, even in many churches.  While there is nothing 

generally wrong with being casual, we are convinced that the primary 

attitude of true worshippers of the God of the Universe is reverence 

and awe (Hebrews 12:28). 

More than anything, we strive to sing music that is Bible-saturated.  

We frequently sing the Psalms themselves as divinely-inspired 

expressions of praise.  We love hymns and songs that are filled with 

Bible allusions and Scriptural wording.  Some of our most-loved songs 

are like miniature theology lessons, often alternating with choruses 

that will allow us to pause in sheer exultation over the gospel truths 

we’ve been singing. 

We’re not interested in stirring up emotions just for their own sake, but 

we also believe that musical stoicism is no spiritual virtue.  We long to 

be so filled with the glories of the gospel that we’re singing, that our 

exuberance is unmistakable. 

May God use our congregational singing to grip our minds with truth 

and inflame our hearts.  “Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy 

to the God of Jacob!” (Psalm 81:1) 


